TZM Communications Project – July 2021 – Motorcycle Safety
Talking Points
The talking points, like the letter to the editor, are a balance of concern and hope. Motorcycle crash data is concerning; the ability of riders to create their own safety is hopeful. 
· Most Washington adults (88 percent) agree that we all share responsibility for the safety of others and ourselves on our roads and highways. WTSC Positive Traffic Safety Culture Survey 2019

· Don’t treat riding like a hobby, treat it like a craft – become excellent at it.

· Riders must create their own safety. This includes wearing helmets and other protective gear. Always ride sober, within safe speeds, be aware of your surroundings, and get training to have the skills to help keep you safe.

· Young riders, novice riders, and returning riders of all ages are at elevated likelihood of crashes due to a lack of experience.

· Motorcycle riding is a perishable skill that is easily lost if not constantly practiced. However, motorcycle riding is often seen as a hobby and a seasonal recreation. Ridership in Washington peaks in the summer months.

· July, August, and September are when we see more motorcycle crashes in Washington. In the last five years, an average of 40 motorcyclists died on Washington roads during those summer months. (WTSC)

· Motorcycles account for just 3% of all registered vehicles in Washington State. But they account for 15% of the total traffic fatalities. – 2019 Target Zero Plan

· At least 90 motorcyclists died in crashes in 2020. In the past two years (2019 and 2020) we lost 90 or more motorcyclists each year. This is the highest number of motorcyclist fatalities in a single year in Washington since 1982. (WSDOT Crash Data Portal)

· In 75% of the motorcyclist-involved crashes, the rider is at fault. (internal review of motorcyclist-involved crash reports conducted by the Department of Licensing)

· 44% of motorcyclist fatalities involve speeding (95 percent of the time it’s the motorcyclist speeding) – 2019 Target Zero Plan

· 59% of motorcyclist fatalities involve impairment (93 percent of the time it’s the motorcyclist that’s impaired) – 2019 Target Zero Plan

· Per vehicle mile traveled in 2019, motorcyclists were about 29 times more likely than passenger vehicle occupants to die in a crash and 4 times more likely to be seriously injured.  (NHTSA)

· Training is available at many locations around the state. Find training close to you at: https://itsafineline.com/ 
