Letter to the editor – Occupant Protection


A letter to the editor is a great way to reach your community with a message you feel strongly about. The letter should be brief (generally less than 250 words), singular in topic, and supported by facts. 

For this letter to the editor, we’re using the Science of the Positive structure (spirit, science, action, return) for our outline. You’re welcome to craft your own letter or adapt the sample letter on the next page with data from your county.


Outline:

	Spirit
	· Care for each other
· Protection/safety

	Science
	· XX percent of vehicle occupants in [your county] wear a seatbelt. Data source: WTSC 2019 Seatbelt Survey - http://wtsc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/02/Washington-2019-Seat-Belt-Use-Report.pdf
· XX percent of fatal crashes in [your county] were unrestrained vehicle occupants. Data source: WTSC Target Zero Performance Dashboard - https://wtsc.wa.gov/research-data/tz-performance-dashboard/ 

	Action
	· Wear your seatbelt
· Encourage others to wear their seatbelts
· Personal/family seatbelt rules for people riding in your car

	Return
	· Reasons we wear a seatbelt: 
· Safety
· Come home to the people we love
· Be there for those who depend on us





Sample Letter


To The Editor:

“Drive safe.” It’s something we say to friends as they depart. It carries an implicit care for each other. Before the car even starts moving, driving safe means putting on a seatbelt, and most of us do just that. 

 (
Use data from the 
WTSC Seatbelt Use Report
 
(for use rate) and the 
WTSC Target Zero Performance Dashboard
 
(for fatality data) for
 your county.
)In [name of county], 95 percent of us wear our seatbelts, according to a 2019 observational survey. But 19 percent of traffic fatalities in our county are people who weren’t wearing a seatbelt. That’s 14 lives lost in the past five years in our community; deaths that may have been prevented with a seatbelt.

I know almost everyone reading this already wears their seatbelt, so I encourage you to do two more things: make sure that anyone who rides with you buckles up, and if someone tells you they don’t wear a seatbelt, kindly let them know why you wear yours.

Your reason might not be exactly the same as mine, but I bet it’s similar. We wear seatbelts to keep ourselves safe, to make sure we get home to our loved ones, and to be there for people who depend on us. Wearing a seatbelt is what happens when we care about each other. And we can all use a little more of that.

[your name]
Target Zero Manager






Sample Social Media Content

Best option: Your letter gets published and you post a link to your letter on your social media platforms. However, we can’t control what the newspaper decides to publish. If they decide not to publish your letter, here are some alternatives:
Facebook and Instagram: These platforms don’t have text limits, so you could post the letter in its entirety along with a photo of someone from your community wearing their seatbelt.

Twitter: The following are some examples of messages, adapted from the letter to the editor, that fit the Twitter limit of 280 characters:

Example 1: 

“Drive safe.” It’s something we say to friends as they depart. It carries an implicit care for each other. Before the car even starts moving, driving safe means putting on a seatbelt, and most of us do just that. 

Example 2:

In [name of county], 95 percent of us wear our seatbelts. But 19 percent of traffic fatalities in our county are people who weren’t wearing a seatbelt. That’s 14 lives lost in five years that may have been prevented with a seatbelt.

Example 3:

Almost everyone reading this already wears their seatbelt, so I encourage you to do two more things: make sure that anyone who rides with you buckles up, and if someone tells you they don’t wear a seatbelt, kindly let them know why you wear yours.

Example 4:

We all have our reasons; we wear seatbelts to keep ourselves safe, to make sure we get home to our loved ones, and to be there for people who depend on us. Wearing a seatbelt is what happens when we care about each other. And we can all use a little more of that.

Sample Social Media Posts:

Facebook  -  Instagram  -  Twitter
